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Preface
The 18th British Combinatorial Conference was held at the University of Sussex,
in Brighton, from 1st to 6th July 2001. It attracted around 225 participants. The Rado
Lecture was given by M. Aigner, and the other invited speakers were I. Anderson,
A.R. Calderbank, L.A. Goldberg, B. Mohar, M.S.O. Molloy, J.G. Oxley, J.A. Thas,
and D.R. Woodall, who gave the Nash-Williams Memorial Lecture. In addition, there
were about 160 contributed 15-minute talks. The texts of the nine invited lectures are
available in [1], which was distributed to participants at the conference, and a list
of the contributed talks and photographs of some of the participants can be found in
[2]. This present volume contains a selection of the contributed papers, together with
research problems presented at the conference.
In addition to the talks, there was a problem session chaired by Peter Cameron; an
evening discussion led by Robert Calderbank and Jonathan Jedwab on opportunities
for combinatorics graduates in industry; the Annual General Meeting of the Institute of
Combinatorics and its Applications, at which medals were presented to Peter Adams
and Michael Henning; and the usual Business Meeting. Social events included a recep-
tion before dinner on the Monday, a concert performed by delegates on the Tuesday
evening, and the Conference Dinner, with accompanying music and dancing afterwards,
on the Thursday. On the Wednesday afternoon there was a choice of two excursions,
to Arundel Castle and to Petworth House.
The thanks of all participants are due to James Hirschfeld and his colleagues for
organizing such a successful conference. Thanks are also due to Donald Preece for
organizing the concert and to Peter Cameron for editing the research problems, as well
as to my fellow editors, David Bedford, Alan Camina, Keith Edwards, Terry Griggs
and Andrew Thomason, for all their hard work in producing this volume.
Nottingham, 8 July 2002 Douglas R. Woodall
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